Risk Assessment 

	Horse Handling 

	Ranch/Company:

	Work Place Location [Ranch & Range]:

	Prepared by:
	Date:

	TASK
	HAZARD
	LEVEL OF RISK
	CONTROL METHOD

	Horse Handling:

Use of horses as effective part of all ranch work

* Suitable gear, chaps/chinks, boots hat gloves apply to all tasks
	Training young horses:

Run over, kicked stepped upon, bitten, thrown


	3
	Working with experienced horsemen when starting new or young horses, supervisor directed activity.

Work alone policy adhered to

Suitable location and ground surface.

Suitable gear, chaps/chinks, boots hat gloves.

	
	
	Unlikely but possible extreme outcomes
	

	
	Trailering:

Stepped on squeezed

MV Accident


	6
	Supervisor to clarify trailering procedure upon hire/orientation Trailer and tow vehicle sound for use.

Qualified licensed drivers only.

	
	
	Unlikely moderate outcomes

4 (MVA)
	

	
	Slips trips falls by horse:

Dislodged from horse or fallen upon,


	4
	Proper shoes for horse depending upon terrain and surface issues (ice mud etc.)

Seasoned horse on range or horse prepared and ready for task.

Work alone policy adhered to.

	
	
	Unlikely could happen, but rare outcomes predominantly major. But may be more, or less major.
	

	
	Runaway:

Horse causes rider limb to strike object 


	4
	Seasoned horse for the task, awareness of the job horse being asked to do, horse ready for task, awareness of things that “spook” horse and alertness to same.

Work alone policy adhered to

	
	
	Unlikely could happen but rare outcomes vary from minor to extreme
	

	OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:




Please use this as a guide for building your own Safe Work Practices. (2017)
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