Competency Checklist
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	Competency:
	Round Baler

	Company Name:
	
	Date:
	

	Workplace Location:
	

	Worker Name:
	
	Evaluator:
	

	Step
	Activity
	Pass
	Fail

	1
	Has reviewed, is familiar with and follows the manufacturer’s safety recommendations.  Aware of manual location and can access it or will seek help.
	
	

	2
	Checks to ensure all guards are in place, especially the power take-off (PTO) guards. Inverted U-shaped guards are inadequate.
	
	

	3
	Checks for bent teeth and loose or missing nuts, bolts, or screws.
	
	

	4
	Replaces bent or missing pickup teeth to ensure effective feeding of material into the feed rolls.
	
	

	5
	Inspects all belts and chains for wear or breakage. Maintain belt tension according to the manufacturer’s recommendations.
	
	

	6
	Is aware of location of operators’ manual and prior to replacing a belt or chain, consults the operator’s manual for instructions on securing the upper chain or moving load from the belt tension springs. Seeks help if needed.
	
	

	7
	Ensures the slip clutch, roll scraper, and rear gate latch are adjusted and functioning according to the manufacturer’s recommendations.
	
	

	8
	Ensures the hydraulic hoses are clean, in good repair, and hooked up correctly.
	
	

	9
	Ensures the baler is attached as specified by the manufacturer.
	
	

	10
	Can back up to and connect the baler.
	
	

	11
	Is aware of sloped areas and how to discharge a bale on hillside
	
	

	12
	Ensures the twine feeding and cutting mechanisms are working properly and the twine is in good condition.
	
	

	13
	Is aware of the direction to not use faulty equipment — report it immediately.
	
	

	14
	Conducts pre use review and inspection of baler.
	
	

	15
	Gets off the tractor to inspect the baler, disengages the PTO, shuts off the engine, and sets the parking brake.
	
	

	16
	When working with small or large square balers, is aware that the flywheel keeps the machine operating for several minutes after power is disengaged. Never works on a baler until the flywheel has completely stopped.
	
	

	17
	When working on a round baler, always locks and/or blocks the rear tailgate if going to be underneath it to keep it from closing prematurely, resulting in injury.
	
	

	18
	Makes certain that both the tractor and the attachment are able to safely handle the weight and size of large bales. Works within load capacity The loader should have a working load rating that exceeds the size and weight of the bales.
	
	

	19
	Never unloads a round bale on a steep slope where the bale is likely to roll downhill.
	
	

	20
	Never moves round bales in a front-end loader bucket. An unstable bale can roll off the front-end loader, down the front-end loader arms and onto the tractor operator.
	
	

	21
	Always uses a secure means of handling the bale(s) when using a front-end loader to transport bales,
	
	

	22
	Never travels with bales raised higher than necessary. Aware that this raises the tractor’s center of gravity, making it more likely to roll over on uneven terrain, or during sudden stops and turns.
	
	

	23
	Carries a Class ABC fire extinguisher or has means of fire suppression readily available and is competent in use of same. Hot, dry weather conditions, friction from belts and chains, and readily combustible hay can lead to fire.
	
	

	24
	
	
	

	25
	
	
	

	26
	
	
	

	27
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Disclaimer: This resource is intended for guidance and employers are advised to customize this document or design their own to meet their business needs and legal obligations. Once customized from its original
content this disclaimer may be removed to function as part of your Safety Program. This resource does not relieve persons using it from their responsibilities under applicable legislation. If you need assistance contact
us at www.AgSafeBC.ca
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