Safe Work Practice: 
Irrigation 
· 
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· Conduct inspection of all personal protective equipment prior to use. All workers wearing respirators must be fit tested. Wear appropriate non-slip footwear.
· Know the emergency procedures for initiated first aid and evacuation, know where the eye wash/shower stations are located and recognise how to contact supervisor in the event of an emergency. 
· Turn on ventilation fan for 15min prior to entering pesticide shed. Always work in well ventilated area.
· Inspect mixing and application equipment and irrigation lines prior to use. 
· Read Safety Data Sheet/Label and follow applicators instructions when mixing pesticides and fertilizer.
· Ensure no other workers are in or around the section pesticides are being applied.
· Mix and inject product carefully to minimizing splashing and prevent spilling. Have spill kit readily available.
· Post restricted entry interval signs.
· Remove and clean PPE – refer to SDS
· Wash Hands after mixing and/or applicating any pesticides or fertilizer.
· Use proper lifting and bending techniques and conduct the appropriate stretches to reduce chance of injury. Request assistance as appropriate. I.e.- heavy or awkward lifts.
· Keep movement areas and walkways clear of debris to avoid slip and trip hazards.
· When mixing fertilizer, ensure all appropriate guarding is in place prior to operation, and know where the Emergency Stop/On-Off switch is. Do not place your hands or body near pinch/ crush points or entanglement areas. Do not wear loose clothing/jewelry and tie long hair back. If maintenance needs to be conducted, ensure lockout procedures are followed prior to initiating work.
· When applying pesticides use proper lifting techniques, do not over stretch when reaching for blocks, rotate job function to relieve repetition of movements, use appropriate stretches and take micro breaks
· When using a utility knife to cut pipe or open bags, retract blade when not in use and always cut away from your person. 
· Know where all equipment operating zones are located. Only use correct movement areas and designated walkways. When working around mobile equipment, ensure high visibility vests are worn.
· Open high pressure water lines gradually to remove the danger of water hammer or pipe breakage, and ensure no other workers are in the area when oping lines.
· Stay clear of break in the pressurized irrigation lines, radio for lines to be depressurized for repair.
· Be aware of weather patterns and dress appropriately (cold, heat, wind, rain, snow) Drink plenty of fluids throughout the day and wear a hat to minimize sun exposure. Use sunscreen and sunglasses when necessary.
Personal Protective Equipment:
· Respirator- worker must be fit tested
· Appropriate non-slip footwear
· Gloves
· High visibility vests when working around mobile equipment.
· Chemical resistant suit, rubber boots and face shield.
Refer to SDS for specific personal protective equipment needed
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Disdaimer. This resource is intended for guidance and employers are advised to customize this document or design their own to meet thelr business
needs and legal obligations. Once customized from ks original content this disclaimer may be removed to function as part of your Safety Program. This
resource does not relieve persons using i from their responsibilies under applicable legisation. If you need assistance contact us at wivw AgsafeSC.ca
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