Risk Assessment: Preparing Straw Bales for Composting

	Company Information

	Company: 
	Workplace Location: 

	Prepared by: 
	Date:

	TASK
	HAZARD
	LEVEL OF RISK
	CONTROL METHOD

	Preparing site and equipment to place straw in process water
	Slipping, tripping and falling

Collision with equipment or workers

H2S or NH3 exposure
Drowning
	Low
	· Wear steel toed boots with adequate grip

· Beware of trucks, equipment, and workers.
· Workers to wear hi viz vests.
· Trained operators

· Complete loader checklist
· Bump test and Wear monitors, exit area if monitor alarms.
· Ensuring that the process water is being aerated and no H2S is present.
· Wear suitable gloves and clothing.
· Ensuring that the protective fence around the brown water dipping tank remains locked when no workers are present.

	Placing Bales in the process water dipping tank
	Slipping, tripping and falling

Collision with equipment or workers

H2S or NH3 exposure

Drowning
	Low
	· Wear steel toed boots with adequate grip

· Beware of equipment and workers.
· Workers to wear hi viz vests.
· Trained operators.
· Wear monitors, exit area if monitor alarms.
· Ensuring that the process water is being aerated and no H2S is present.
· Wear suitable gloves and clothing.
· Ensuring that the protective fence around the brown water dipping tank remains locked when no workers are present.

	Turning Bales to complete wetting
	Slipping, tripping and falling

Collision with equipment or workers

H2S or NH3 exposure

Drowning
	Low 
	· Wear steel toed boots with adequate grip.
· Beware of equipment and workers.
· Workers to wear hi viz vests.
· Trained operators.
· Complete skid steer checklist.
· Wear monitors, exit area if monitor alarms.
· Ensuring that the process water is being aerated and no H2S is present.
· Wear suitable gloves and clothing.
· Ensuring that the protective fence around the brown water dipping tank remains locked when no workers are present.

	Removing Bales from process water dipping tank
	Slipping, tripping and falling

Collision with equipment or workers

H2S or NH3 exposure

Drowning

Cuts from knives
overexertion

	Moderate 
	· Wear steel toed boots with adequate grip.
· Beware of equipment and workers.
· Workers to wear hi viz vests.
· Trained operators.
· Complete skid steer checklist.
· Wear monitors, exit area if monitor alarms.
· Ensure that biofilter blowers are working adequately – if not, place blowers on full and wait 10.
· minutes before entering working hall (if wetted bales are placed in the bunkers)

· Ensure that no H2S has accumulated in working hall.
· Ensuring that the protective fence around the brown water dipping tank remains locked when no workers are present.
· Wear appropriate gloves and clothing.
· Ensure bending down using proper techniques.

	Other Recommendations:

Utilize frequent tailgate meetings to ensure all workers/contractors are aware of hazards.

Personal and Protective Equipment:

 H2S Monitor

 NH3 Monitor

 Half-face respirator with combination P100 cartridge

 Gloves – heavy duty

 Goggles

 High visibility vest



Disclaimer: This resource is intended for guidance and employers are advised to customize this document or design their own to meet their business needs and legal obligations. Once customized from its original content this disclaimer may be removed to function as part of your Safety Program. This resource does not relieve persons using it from their responsibilities under applicable legislation. If you need assistance contact us at www.AgSafeBC.ca 









