Risk Assessment: Milking Process
Dairy
	Company Information

	Company: 
	Workplace Location: 

	Prepared by: 
	Date:

	TASK
	HAZARD
	LEVEL OF RISK
	CONTROL METHOD

	Collect cows from cubicle barn and bring to milking parlour.
	Struck by animal.
	Low
	· Animal handling training.
· Alert worker to animal crushing potential in collecting yard and demonstrate safe pedestrian routes.
· Instruct worker on when necessary to call supervisor assistance for fallen animals and freshly calved aggressive cows.
· Appropriate footwear and illumination in barns.
· Toolbox talk worker explaining pinch point hazards of automatic gates and scraper and associated lockout as required.

	
	Risk of slipping and falls.
	
	· 

	
	Worker entrapment in Automatic gates and scrapers.
	
	· 

	Teat stripping
	Worker kicked by animal.
	Moderate
	· Animal handling education and identification of known fractious animal i.e. foot band etc. to alert worker of danger.
· Rubber gloves available to worker and eye protection.

	
	Zoonotic Diseases.
	
	· 

	Pre-dip of teats
	 Worker kicked by animal.
	Moderate
	· Use appropriate dip cups and provide suitable eye protection to worker.

	
	Chemical splashes on worker’s skin/eyes
	
	· 

	Wiping teats
	 Worker kicked by animal
	Moderate
	· Animal Handling education and Demonstration.

	Placing milking machine on cow.
	 Worker kicked by animal. Tail swing to eyes. MSI injury due to repetitive nature of task.
	Moderate
	· Animal handling education. Eye protection.

	Removing Machine and Post dip of teats.
	 Worker kicked and iodine splashes to eyes
	Moderate
	· Animal handling education and eye protection.

	Other Recommendations:
Worker should receive adequate training from senior employee/supervisor.
Worker should be made aware of MSI risk associated with milking and be provided with training on appropriate control measures i.e. stretches and job rotation and micro breaks where possible.
Potential for Zoonotic diseases such as Leptospirosis, Ecoli and Salmonella should be highlighted worker.


Disclaimer: This resource is intended for guidance and employers are advised to customize this document or design their own to meet their business needs and legal obligations. Once customized from its original content this disclaimer may be removed to function as part of your Safety Program. This resource does not relieve persons using it from their responsibilities under applicable legislation. If you need assistance contact us at www.AgSafeBC.ca 

