Safe Work Practice: Removal of Shoes, Trims, Applying Shoes 
· Always maintain control of your knife, cutting should be away from you as much as possible and if pulling toward you the hold hand should be out of the path of a slipped knife cut or under the hoof when possible.
· Discard removed shoes in a place where the remaining portions of nails cannot cut you or cause a tripping hazard
· Keep your tools in good condition, sharp and stored after every use in caddy or chap pouch.
· If dogs are in the area toss cutting out of harms way to avoid dog entering your workspace to retrieve these possible spooking the horse or getting underfoot
· Shape the shoe away from the horse but ensure a clean and clear pathway back to the horse.  
· Check the shoe for “burrs” or flaws that may cut you while handling them.  File off any you find.
· Avoid focusing on the shoe as you walk toward the horse.
· Set the shoe confirm your fit and drive holding nails.  
· Keep sufficient nails handy to ensure you do not have to put the foot down after starting the shoe.
· “Ring off” the holding nails to avoid cuts if the horse pulls back while you are holding the hoof.
Personal Protective Equipment:
· Gloves, for use when appropriate and able
· Appropriate footwear
· Farrier chaps or chinks
· Safety glasses



Disclaimer: This resource is intended for guidance and employers are advised to customize this document or design their own to meet their business needs and legal obligations. Once customized from its original content this disclaimer may be removed to function as part of your Safety Program. This resource does not relieve persons using it from their responsibilities under applicable legislation. If you need assistance contact us at www.AgSafeBC.ca 

